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Innovate
Incubate
Co-create



ISEED provides a nurturing and empathetic 
entrepreneurial ecosystem through mentoring 
and networking support, ecosystem building, 
collaborative research, entrepreneurship training 
and capacity building, supporting innovations, 
and developing an entrepreneurial IRMA.

What 
we do?

Incubator 
for driving 

social 
change

IRMA's incubator ISEED (Incubator for Social 
Enterprises and Entrepreneurs for Development) 
drives social change through rural, social, and 
collective enterprises. Founded in 2016, ISEED 
provides early-stage mentoring, networking and 
institutional building support to enterprises. With 
our partners, Social Enterprise Partners and 
Ecosystem Partners, spread throughout India, we 
aim to co-create a vibrant social entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.

Why 
ISEED?

Inclusive job growth requires entrepreneurship to be closely 
linked to rural innovation and livelihoods. Small farmers, 

tribal communities, and artisans who constitute India’s 
excluded millions need an empathetic environment and an 

ecosystem. We believe that rural, social, and collective 
enterprises require both active mentorship and networking 
appropriate to their entrepreneurial journey and contextual 
and customized solutions. Incubators need to root empathy 

and co-create with partners, including other incubators, 
rather than compete, to drive social change.
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ISEED seeks to add value to its 
partners by:

Mentoring and Networking : Early-stage enterprises need an 
empathetic ecosystem to develop their business models. We enable our 
social enterprise partners to think through their ideas for social impact 
while supporting them with strategic tie-ups and leads for expanding 
their outreach and preparing them to become investor ready (If they 
wish to).

Ecosystem Building: All our collective efforts are synergized through 
systemic thinking to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem in 

under-served areas with inadequate support services.  Through 
national conventions, entrepreneur network meetings, and road 

shows ISEED pushes newer ideas such as co-incubation, FPOs as start-
ups and aims to co-create agendas on themes such as tribal and 

grassroots entrepreneurship.

Training and Capacity Building: We provide customized 
Entrepreneurship Development Programmes that help build 
entrepreneurs’ self-belief and enable their ideas to flourish and their 
enterprises to grow. We facilitate opportunities for cross learning 
between sectors, regions, and empathetic peers. We have trained over 
a hundred diverse potential entrepreneurs, a few of whom have 
become our Social Enterprise Partners. We intend going more 
vernacular in the future.

Collaborative Research: Through action research ISEED shapes 
contextually relevant agendas in areas such as agri-value chains, tribal 

entrepreneurship, fellowships on social enterprises, women 
entrepreneurship etc. We believe in thinking with and working 

together while co-creating solutions that are rigorous and impactful. 
We also create new knowledge through detailed case studies on agri-

based enterprises or FPOs and on entrepreneurial processes.

Supporting Innovations: Evidence based, practical business guidance 
is our goal.  We support rural and social innovation by working with 
partners to identify critical areas that can add value and support pilots 
and experiments that pursue innovative approaches based on our 
insights on social innovation. One such innovation on a millets’ grader 
won the Agricultural Grand Challenge and is being used by farmers 
across India.

Entrepreneurial IRMA: We mentor and nurture student initiatives 
through IRMA’s Social Entrepreneurship Cell (ISEC) and alumni to 

celebrate and create an entrepreneurial IRMA.



Our Current Partners:

Graamya

Our Ecosystem Partners:

www.iseedirma.iniseed@irma.ac.in /ISEEDIRMA @iseedirma

Contact us

We have trained over 100 entrepreneurs and worked with 15 Social 
Enterprise Partners. Our partners have raised resources, gone to 

scale, and won national awards.

Access Livelihoods 
Consultancy

MEDHA

We are co-creating a vibrant social entrepreneurship ecosystem 
with over 40 partners and we invite you to join us in this journey.
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