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An inclusive turn in India’s growth story is hinged on unleashing the power of entrepreneurial capacity among 

the youth. Recent policy thrust on entrepreneurship has provided the impetus for several start-ups. However, 

entrepreneurship is more than start-ups and valuations and needs to be embedded within a larger ecosystem of 

incubators, civil society organisations, academia, government agencies and financial institutions and private 

market players. This is particularly so in underserved areas in rural India and the poor in urban areas. 

Entrepreneurs and enterprises need contextual and customized knowledge and mentoring and networking 

support appropriate to their growth potential.  

An important aspect of IRMA’s Incubator ISEED is to create a vibrant social entrepreneurial ecosystem. Every 

year we build a conversational stakeholder workshop bringing together not just our social enterprise and 

ecosystem partners but other co-travellers who share our vision and values towards shaping and strengthening 

the ecosystem. The National Convention is a way for ISEED and its partners to share their work and build 

collaborations. Our first National Seminar in August 2016 on "Seeding Social Enterprise and Innovation in 

Universities" was focused on universities and their curriculum and the need for academia and social enterprises 

to work together. The second “National Conference on Incubating Rural and Social Enterprises” in February 2018 

was focused on social enterprises and the challenges in incubation with special sessions on emerging fellowships 

and tribal entrepreneurship.  

The theme of this year’s National Convention of IRMA’s Incubator ISEED on the 9th March is on the 

Entrepreneurial Ecosystem and will be held on the 9th of March, 2019. ISEED IRMA was a regional partner of the 

National Entrepreneurship Awards 2018 that had a specific focus on grassroot entrepreneurship and the event 

enabled ISEED to reach out pro-actively to entrepreneurs in Gujarat and Rajasthan, some of whom ended up 

winning the National Award. We hope to felicitate them and also listen to them and other regional and national 

partners on ways to strengthen the entrepreneurial ecosystem and what could incubators do with both the 



award winners and many others who were shortlisted. A compendium of cases of entrepreneurship in the 

region will be released at the event. 

Ideas around on how we could enable greater convergence between rural and social innovations (our focus at 

the incubator and of DST) with rural livelihoods, entrepreneurship and skilling at the grassroots will drive the 

conversations. In particular we hope to address the requirement for greater training content and outreach in the 

vernacular to and for grassroot entrepreneurs. Participants at the workshop will include entrepreneurs of the 

region, incubators (both early stage and accelerators), social enterprises; representatives from the Government 

(Departments of S&T, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Industries and Rural and tribal development), 

civil society organisations and academic institutions. We expect a diverse set of stakeholders and would be 

requesting participants not to have long presentations or talks. 

This year instead of a two day workshop we are having three one day workshops. On the 7th of March there is a 

full day discussion on the entrepreneurial ecosystem for Farmer Producer Organisations where some of ISEED’s 

work on collating research on FPOs would be shared apart from a manual (to become open source) for FPOs 

that we believe could be customized for greater outreach in different states and regions. ISEED has also been 

engaged with the Vikas Anvesh Foundation (VAF) with a detailed study of agriculture based social enterprises in 

India and the authors of the study would be meeting on the 8th to discuss and synthesise their findings. Some of 

the members of these two workshops would participate on the 9th and we also hope to have insights from two 

regional workshops on tribal entrepreneurship on the 2nd of March at Gandhinagar (state level with AKRSPI and 

GTDC) and 26th February (district level at Chota Udepur with SFT and SGS). 

We invite you to join us on the 9th and request you to get to us at iseed@irma.ac.in in case you need any 

support.  
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